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Planetary Boundaries- a safe operating space for humanity 

F. Pharand-Deschênes/Globaïa 

4 out of 9 crossed: 
 
•  climate change 
•  loss of biosphere integrity 
•  land-system change 
•  altered biogeochemical 

cycles 



Potential of resource efficiency  

ü Protecting  resources 
ü Tackling climate change  
ü Reducing  our environmental footprint 

ü cutting  the use of natural resources up to 28% 
ü cutting GHG emissions by around 74% 
ü increasing economic activity by 1% 

…while…  



What are the limitations  
of a Linear Economy? 

•  lost value of materials and products 
•  scarcity of resources 
•  volatile prices of resources 
•  waste generated 
•  unstable supply of raw materials  
•  environmental degradation & climate change 
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Therefore from a Linear Economy… 

DISPOSE MAKE TAKE NATURAL  
RESOURCES 

WASTE 
WASTE 
WASTE 

5 





TRANSITION 
TOWARDS A 
CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY 

Maintaining 
value Reducing waste 

Boosting 
competitiveness 

Bringing 
economic, 
social and 

environmental 
gains 



Our vision 



Circular Economy Action Plan 

Actions delivered 

Work started 

> 85% 

54 actions covering the 
whole cycle 



4 key areas of Action  



4 key areas of Action  



Empowering consumers to make thoughtful choices 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helping public authorities to choose  
sustainable products and services  



New Deal for Consumers 

 
Stronger enforcement and better opportunities for individual redress against unfair 

commercial practices  
 
 

Deterring misleading environmental claims or planned obsolescence practices 
 

 
 
Proposed 11 April 2018 
 
 
 
Objective: 
To ensure that all European 
consumers fully benefit from 
their rights under Union law 

Complementing the EU Circular Economy Action Plan 

Protecting consumers 



4 key areas of Action  



The new rules will make the EU a global leader in 
recycling: 
 
•  By 2030, at least 70 % of all packaging waste in 

each EU country should be recycled 

•  By 2035, all EU countries should recycle at least 65 
% and landfill less than 10 % of municipal waste 

 
There are also recycling targets for specific packaging 
materials: 
•  Paper and cardboard: 85 % 
•  Ferrous metals: 80 % 
•  Aluminium: 60 % 
•  Glass: 75 % 
•  Plastic: 55 % 
•  Wood: 30 % 



4 key areas of Action  



5 Key sectors 



Action on single-use plastics and fishing gear 

  
28/05 Proposal for a 

Directive 
Different measures for each item 
taking into account: 
- consumer behaviour/needs  
- opportunities for businesses 



Other key sectors 





Circular Economy Monitoring Framework 

Measuring progress at EU and national level in the transition to a circular economy 

Monitoring 



A long term commitment 

à Circular Economy 2.0 



Link to website: http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/ 

Submit your own good practices, knowledge, 
strategies and voluntary commitments!  

•  Advancing the circular economy concept on the ground 
•  Strengthening cooperation among stakeholders' networks  

Coordination Group:  
representatives of networks of businesses, civil society and  

local, regional and national public authorities 
 

Stakeholders' engagement 



Learn more about the circular 
economy 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-

economy/index_en.htm  


